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ST. ANDREW SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

The latest news and updates from the Griffins

St. Andrew Feast Day Mass

LOOKING AHEAD
December 6

Advent Service 8 a.m./St. Nicholas Day

December 7

1/2 Day Teacher Inservice 12pm release PK-8
12:15pm release 9-12

December 7

PTVO Meeting, upper school wing 6:30pm

December 8

Late start 8:15am The Immaculate Conception
(Holy Day of Observation)
School Board Meeting 6:30 p.m., upper school wing

December 16
December 17
December 20-31

Christmas Programs K-5 at 1 p.m.
6-12 at 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Break

January 3

Classes Resume

January 10-12

High School Semester Exams

January 13-15

High School Ski Retreat

January 14

End of 2nd quarter/All School Ski Day (no classes)

January 18

1/2 Day Teacher Inservice

January 31

Beginning of Catholic Schools Week

STAY IN TOUCH
Please upload all pictures at
bit.ly/standrewupload
We need more photos for our
website!

A Note from Mrs. G
Greetings,
Our week got off to a wonderful start. Both the
advent prayer service Monday morning and the
Mass celebrated for St. Andrew on Tuesday were
beautiful events. Celebrating our Catholic faith
with others is such a blessing. Thank you for
sharing these events with us. The next Advent
prayer service will be at 8 a.m. Monday,
December 6. I hope you can join us.
Auction. It is hard to believe, but we are well into
planning our Emerald Isle Auction. Jenny Iverson
and Ann Clark have graciously accepted the
tremendous responsibility of chairing this major
event, but they need YOUR help!
It takes several committees of dedicated
volunteers to make this happen. A sign-up genius
link will be sent out soon (timing and distribution
method to be determined), and I am encouraging
EVERYONE to sign up for some part of this
indispensable event. There are opportunities to
work on committees from home as well as at the
school.
If you are planning to attend the auction, working
on these committees beforehand will ensure you
earn the PIP hours you need. If you are not
planning to attend, but want to be a part of this,
get on an auction night committee and earn your
PIP hours that way.
I know we have a very generous community.
Please prayerfully consider becoming a part of
our auction committees. We need you!
Blessings,
Mrs. G

School photos:
Update
We've been in contact with Helena
Photography, and we've been told
school photos will be available next
week. We are disappointed in the
delay, and we apologize for any
inconvenience this has caused our
school families.

Early Release: Dec. 7
Don't forget! Tuesday, December 7 is a halfday for teacher inservice day. Pre-K through
8th grade will be released at noon. The high
school will be released at 12:15 p.m.

Giving Tree:
deadline
The giving tree boxes will be picked up very
soon! Please bring in new hats, gloves, and
stuffed animals for our community service
project by Friday, December 3! Let's try to
help as many people in our community by
showing our love and support for those in
need. Collection boxes are located by the
school office and upstairs in the middle school
wing. Please help us fill these boxes.

Christmas
Programs
Please plan to attend one or both of our
programs this season. This beautiful
celebration has been a precious tradition
from the very start of our school.
Both programs will be held on
Friday, December 17. The K-5th grade
program will be held at 1 p.m. and the
6th-12th grade Lessons and Carols
program will begin at 6:30 p.m.
UPDATE
Dress code:
Pre-K through second grade will wear
school-provided costumes over their
uniforms.
Third through fifth graders will wear
dress clothes, such as Christmas
dresses and dress shoes for the girls
and button down shirts with a tie and
slacks and dress shoes for the boys.
Middle school and high school students
must wear black slacks (boys) or black
skirts (girls) with a white button down
shirt and a red tie (boys) or red cross tie
(girls). Black dress shoes for all.

Curriculum Night: Follow up

Thank you to everyone who attended the November 22 curriculum
meeting in the gym! We had some great conversations and shared ideas.
We are in the process of organizing curriculum review committees. If
you are interested in participating on one of the committees, please
contact Mrs. Camille French (PreK - 5th) or Mrs. Bizz Browning (6th 12th) by the end of the day Friday. Once committee members are
selected, a committee will be formed over the next week for the purpose
of reviewing a proposed literacy program in PreK - 5 for the 2022-2023
school year. Details forthcoming for 6 - 12 grade committees.
Thank you all for taking such an interest in our school and in your
children's education. Questions? Contact the administration or Board
member Dermot McCaughan at dermotmmcc@gmail.com

PTVO
Corner
Mark your calendars! Our next PTVO meeting is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. December 7 in the
upper school wing. We look forward to seeing
you.
Please watch this newsletter, Facebook,
and your email for Christmas decorating
updates. The PTVO will be organizing
volunteers to decorate the school for
Christmas. All decorations will be up by
Dec. 13!
Classes are starting Advent activities. Please
check with your students' classes to find
out if they need anything.
Teachers: Please let the PTVO know if you
need anything for your Advent plans.
Your 2021-2022 PTVO (Parent Teacher
Volunteer Organization) board members:
Tim Quinn: Chair (406)449-2503 (leave
message)
Jen McCaughan: Vice Chair
Lynae Louie: Secretary
Laura Casey: Treasurer
Michelle Rush: Compliance Officer
Molly LaChere: Parent Rep

VIRTUS Training
Thursday, December 2!
Protecting God's Children for Adults

Where: St. Mary Catholic Community
(Helena)
1700 Missoula Avenue
When: Thursday, December 2, 2021
6:30 PM
Estimated length of session: 3 hrs
Spaces remaining: unlimited
Language: This session will be conducted
in English
Wheelchair accessible: Yes
Contact: Deb Kralicek (406-442-5268)

Countdown to
Auction 2022
We are excited to announce our annual
auction will be in-person this year!

After-School Care
Please note: Our after-school care program
will be closed on the following days in
December 2021 and January 2022:
December 7 and 17 and Dec. 20 - 31
January 14 and 18
**We are still looking for an adult employee to
assist our high school care givers starting
January 3 - 17 and then Tuesdays and
Thursdays for the rest of the school year.
Hours will be 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. and workers must
be VIRTUS trained. This is a paid position or can
be counted toward Parent Involvement Points
(PIP). If interested, please contact GG Grotbo at
principal@standrewschool.org.

Please join us Saturday, February 26, 2022 in
the school gym for a time of fellowship and
fun as we raise money to help support and
sustain our great school.
We have a lot of work to do before then.
Here's what's coming up soon:
Raffle tickets: Tickets were sent home
with students this week. Each family is
required to sell $200 worth of raffle tickets.
Sign-up Genius: Earn your auction PIP
hours by signing up for one (or more) of
the many auction committees. Look for an
email soon with a link!
Contact Jenny Iverson at 406-439-8686 or
Ann Clark at 406-431-9159 for more
information.

Prayer Corner
Please keep the following intentions in
your prayers this coming week:
-For our students and their families, as
well as faculty, who are experiencing
health issues - either personally or
extended family
-For all students, faculty, and parents
with December birthdays
-In thanksgiving for our Blessed Mother
-For expectant mothers
-All those who are dealing with suicide,
illness, cancer, or despair
-For wisdom and guidance for our board
and administration

Griffin Sports
Looking for something fun to do Thursday
afternoon? Support our Griffins!

The middle school boys basketball
team plays at 4 p.m. at Clancy
Elementary School.
The JV boys basketball team plays
Gallatin County Homeschool at 6 p.m.
in our school gym.
GO GRIFFINS!

We need referees
for our games!
Please contact Amy Hurley at
ahurley@standrewschool.org

- Our Bishop Austin Vetter, our
seminarians, and all priests of the
diocese.
-For our country.
-For the protection of all life from
conception until natural death.
-St. Andrew, pray for us.

Last year's yearbook (2020-2021) will be for sale
starting Tuesday, December 7 in the school office.
Cost is $12. We're already working on a yearbook
for this school year which will be for sale before the
end of this school year. Thank you for your
patience and understanding.

O Christmas Tree,
O Christmas Tree
Be sure to check out AlizaJane Sark's (8th grade) Christmas tree at the Staggering Ox!
AlizaJane was selected to design and decorate a Christmas tree for the 34th annual
Intermountain Festival of Trees! Her tree's theme is "Bear Stays Awake for Christmas."
The tree is valued at $3,000 to $5,000, and AlizaJane raised all the money herself!
For more information about this year's Festival of Trees' Once Upon a Storybook
Christmas, visit intermountain.org.

