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Promoting Catholic Learning through Fun Competition 
 
 

Fourth Annual 
 

Montana Roman Catholic Challenge 
 

Saturday, April 28, 2012 
 
 

Mass at Cathedral at 9:00 A.M. 
 

Orientation at St. Andrew: 10:00 a.m.  
 

Competition begins at 10:30 a.m. 
 

St. Andrew School 
 

1900 Flowerree 
 

Helena, Montana 59601 
 
 
 
 

The school is located south of Euclid St.(Highway 12 West)on the west end of the city 
as if one were traveling to Missoula. Turn south off of Euclid onto Linden and proceed 
to Floweree. 
 
Contact us: St. Andrew School 406-449-3201 or e-mail Arlette Randash at 
randash@bresnan.net (cell # 406-431-0870) 
 
Roman Catholic Challenge Board Members: Arlette Randash, Chair; Kelly Mitchell, Vice-Chair; 
Dean Randash, Secretary-Treasurer; Members-at-Large are Donna and Mark Smillie, Michael 
Sheridan, and Rose Nistler. 
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RC Challenge 2012 Team Entry Form 
 

Contest: Saturday, April 28, 2012 
St. Andrew School, Helena, Montana 

 
Please enter your team in one of the following two divisions.  
 
Division 1: Grades 5-6    or    Division 2: Grades 7-8  
Alternates are encouraged but must be registered and played on only one team.  

 

Entry forms and fees must be postmarked by  
Deadline: April 7, 2012! No Exceptions!  

 
Registration postmarked April 7, 2012: $60.00 per team  
Dress Code: Dress must be modest and appropriate for the Christian occasion.  
To Register: Complete one form below for each team. Make copies as needed for 
additional teams.  
 
1. Fill out one Youth Conduct Agreement, Parental Authorization and Release Form 

and Emergency Information form for each contestant. Failure of the student or 
parent to agree to the terms will disqualify the student.  

2. Mail to the address below, with a check for the appropriate amount, payable to: St. 
Andrew School. No team will be registered without payment, entry form, and 
Consent/Release forms completed in full.  

3. Upon receipt of completed forms and payment, a confirmation letter will be sent to 
the Coach’s email address, if provided, or by post. Incomplete forms will not be 
registered.  

 
Team Name: _________________________________________________________  

Please select a team name suitable for a Catholic academic setting.  

 
Division (circle one):  Division 1 (Grades 5-6)   Division 2 (Grades 7-8)  
 
School or Parish Represented (if any):_____________________________________  
 
Coach Information  
  
Name:________________________________ 
Address:______________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
Preferred Phone:_______________________ 
Coach e-mail:__________________________ 
Cell phone:____________________________  
(In case needed during competition)  

Team /Students Information  
 
Student Name                                      Grade  
_______________________(Captain)______  
______________________________ _____  
______________________________ _____  
______________________________ _____  
______________________(alternate) _____  
______________________(alternate) _____  

 
Mail entries to: Mrs. Randash, 1941 Virginia Dale, Helena, MT 59601  
Questions: Arlette Randash: 406-431-0870 or e-mail her at randash@bresnan.net  
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Team Name  ____________________________________  
 
Division (circle one):  1  (Grades 5-6)   2 (Grades 7-8) 
 
 

Emergency Information 
 
Participant Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Health Insurance Carrier: ____________________________ Group:______________  
 
Policy #_______________________________ Policy Holder:_____________________  
 
Allergies:________________________________________________________________  
| 
Medications:_____________________________________________________________  
 
Medical Conditions:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Special Needs:______________________________________________________________ 

 
Please list two alternative contacts in case we cannot reach you in the event of an emergency.  

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Name of contact    Relationship to Participant  Phone number  
 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Name of contact    Relationship to Participant  Phone number  
 
 
Coach: Copy this and next page (Youth Conduct Agreement and Parental Authorization 

and Release) 
 

Keep the original copies. 
 

Send one copy, along with the Team Entry Form to: 
 

Arlette Randash 
1941 Virginia Dale, Helena, MT 59601 

 
Questions? 

 
Call Arlette Randash: 406-431-0870 

 
Or e-mail at randash@bresnan.net 
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Team Name: _______________________________ Division________  
 

Youth Conduct Agreement 
 
In consideration of being allowed to participate in this event, I hereby expressly assume all risks 
associated with participating in RC Challenge and related activities. I understand that I have a 
responsibility to abide by RC Challenge rules and instructions provided to endure the safety, security, 
well being, and respect of myself and others.  
 
Although facilities, refreshments, and other assistance may be made available during this event, I am 
responsible for my own health and safety. I attest that I am physically fit and able to participate in the RC  
Challenge, and I agree to stop and ask for help if there arise any conditions that would make it difficult or 
unsafe to continue. I understand that the RC Challenge, its volunteers, and representatives will not be 
held liable if I fail to abide by these rules or instructions.  
 
I have read, understand and agree to the terms of this agreement.  
 
___________________________________ _________________________  ___________ 
Participant’s signature     Printed Name     Date  

 
Parental Authorization and Release 

 
Lack of parental consent to the terms of this authorization will render the student ineligible to participate.  
 
I, the undersigned, am the parent or legal guardian of the Participant listed in the Youth Conduct 
Agreement above, and I hereby grant my consent and permission for this Participant, a minor, to 
participate in any and all activities offered by the RC Challenge; and to travel to and from the 
competition by private transportation in the company of parents or coaches, who cannot be held 
responsible for any accident or injury that may occur. I release St. Andrew School, its Board members, 
volunteers and its representatives, of all liability and claims of whatever kind and nature (including, but 
not limited to, injuries and death) arising out of or resulting from his or her participation in these 
activities.  
 
I, as the parent or legal guardian of the Participant listed above, hereby consent to the use of my child’s 
photograph and name as it appears in this registration, to be used in the promotion of RC Challenge 
material, including but not limited to brochures and news articles about the competition.  
 
I hereby authorize (name of chaperone) _________________________ to secure any services her or 
she deems necessary for my child in the event of an accident or illness. I give permission for my child to 
be evaluated, diagnosed, treated, and medicate by licensed medical or nursing personnel in accordance 
with standard practice. I understand that St. Andrew School does not provide accident or health 
insurance coverage for my child, and I accept sole responsibility for the payment for those services.  
I have read the foregoing Youth Conduct Agreement and this Parental Authorization and Release, and I 
hereby agree to its terms on behalf of myself and the Participant.  
 
________________________________ ______________________________ __________________ 
Parent’s/Guardian’s signature   Parent’s/Guardian’s Printed Name  Date  
 
________________________________________________________________ ____________  
Street Address, City, State, Zip Code       Phone Number  
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RC CHALLENGE FORMAT 
 
The contest is held in double-elimination format with two brackets. All teams start in the upper bracket 
and stay in that bracket until they lose. Two teams face off in each game, each fielding four members at 
a time. The losing team moves to the lower bracket, where it competes until it loses a second time; a 
second loss eliminates the team from further completion.  
 
The questions are asked and must be answered “Jeopardy” style. For example:  
 
Q: They are the three Persons of the Blessed Trinity.  
 
A: Who God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?  
 
Each game consists of two 10-minute halves with a 2-minute break in between; substitutions may be 
made during the break. The first question asked is referred to as a “toss-up,” meaning that any member 
of either team may answer—after being the first to “buzz in.” When a team member answers a toss-up 
question correctly, the team is awarded 10 points and the opportunity to answer a bonus question, 
which is worth between 10 and 20 points. Then the play returns to another toss-up.  
 
Any and all information related to the Catholic Church is fair game for questions. This includes the Old 
and New Testaments, History, Doctrine, Mary, Prayers, Sacraments, and more. However questions in 
Division 1 and 2 are limited to more common knowledge, such as that found in grade appropriate 
textbook on the Faith and the “Penny Catechism” and information about Mary, the saints, etc. Penny 
Catechisms can be purchased from Tan Books.  
 
Judges-generally people, clergy or laity that are catechists, are provided for each game. Judges’ 
decisions during a game are final. Dubious answers or problematic questions may be brought to their 
attention after the game is finished, but this will in no way affect the final score of the game.  
 
Books and other resources that might be useful in preparation are as follows: (This list is not 
comprehensive; there are many more!)  
 

Penny Catechism ($4.00) call Tan Books at 1-866-522-8465  
Catechism of the Catholic Church  
Books on the lives of the Saints  
Textbooks on the Faith used in classrooms  
The Bible  
Catholic Encyclopedias  
Catholic history books  
Papal encyclicals (for older divisions)  
Vancouver BC RC Challenge website: http://www.gloriola.com/rcc  
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RC Challenge Game Rules 
 
A game is played with two four-member Teams competing. If a team has been unable to seat a four 
member team, a minimum of three players will be permitted even if the opposing team has four players. 
Each team must have a designated Captain. An Alternate may take the place of a Player at the 
beginning of the game or at the half time. Substitutions at any other time may be made only with the 
approval of the MC in cases of emergency.  
 
Notepads will be provided to Players during the game. No answers may be written except during 
playtime.  
 
The game consists of two halves, each of which lasts 10 minutes or 15 Toss-Up Questions (whichever 
comes first). The halves are separated by a 5 minute break.  
 
Play begins when the MC presents a Toss-up Question to both Teams. The first Player to activate the 
buzzer is recognized by the MC. The recognized Player must answer immediately. No conferring among 
Players regarding Toss-Up Questions is permitted. (If a Team is repeatedly warned on this point and 
refuses to stop, the Team or an individual Player may be disqualified.) If the response is correct, the 
Team receives 10 points and has the opportunity to answer a Bonus Question worth 10-20 points. 
Players may confer with each other on Bonus Questions. The MC will allow approximately 10 seconds, 
by which time the Captain must answer the Bonus Question for the Team.  
 
When a Player buzzes in after the Toss-up Question has been read in its entirety, and then answers the 
question incorrectly, there is no penalty. Players on the opposing Team then have an opportunity to 
buzz in, be recognized, and answer the Toss-up Question; the Question is not repeated.  
 
However, when a Player buzzes in before the MC has read the Toss-up Question in its entirety, and the 
Player answers incorrectly, 5 points are deducted from the score of that Player’s Team. The complete 
question is then re-read in its entirety to Players on the opposing Team, each of whom then has the 
opportunity to buzz in with the answer. If a Player on this second Team also buzzes in before the MC 
has read the Toss-up Question completely, and the Player answers incorrectly, 5 points are similarly 
deducted from the score of this Player’s Team. In the event this happens twice the question goes out of 
play with the MC reading the correct answer.  
 
The MC reads each question only once, unless: 1) the MC determines that because of some error of his 
own (e.g. mispronunciation or poor inflection) the question should be repeated: or 2) a Player has 
interrupted a Toss-up Question, in which case the MC repeats it after an answer is offered by this 
player.  
 
Answers must be given in question form. Answers not given in question form are considered incorrect; 
and in the case of a Toss-Up Question, Players on the opposing Team may then attempt to answer 
correctly-i.e., in question form.  
 
Answers that involve facts of Catholicism commonly known by numbers (e.g., one of the Ten 
Commandments or a Station of the Cross) must be recited after the number is given, rather than given 
simply as a number.  
 
If a Player gives an answer that is correct in part, the MC or the Judge has the option to require the 
Player to provide a more specific answer.  
 
When the MC is in doubt as to the correctness of an answer, the Judge is asked to make the final 
decision. All decisions are final and are not to be questioned during a game. Only the Coaches on the 
competing Teams may question a Judge, and they may do so only after the conclusion of the game. If a 
Coach brings up a valid objection to a specific question or its answer, the RC Challenge Board’s 
Question Committee will consider changing them for future competitions.  
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If the bell signals the end of a half while a Toss-Up Question is being read, the question is discarded, 
and the half is over. If the bell rings after a Player has rung the bell or is answering a question, he or she 
may finish answering, and if the answer is correct, the Player’s Team is given the opportunity to answer 
the Bonus Question. If the bell rings while a Bonus Question is being read, the question is read 
completely, and the Team is given the opportunity to answer it.  
 
The MC and the Timekeeper have the option of stopping the timer if there is a problem that is using up 
game time extensively.  
 
DEFINITIONS  
 
Alternate: A fifth team member used as a substitute and considered a playing team member.  
 
Bonus Question: Any follow-up question offered to the Team that successfully answered the Toss-up 
Question and has the stated value of that question only.  
 
Captain: Player designated at the time of registration to answer Bonus Questions for the Team. In the 
case of an emergency during competition and before a game starts a temporary team captain may be 
designated by the coach.  
 
Coach: A Person registered with the Roman Catholic Challenge as a Coach, person designated as a 
substitute by the official Coach of the team or person designated as a Coach by the Roman Catholic 
Challenge officials. Person responsible for the Team(s) at all times.  
 
Door Monitor: Person responsible for keeping doors closed during the games and opening them to our 
guests when there is no game in progress.  
 
Judge: Person, usually a person versed in truths of the Faith, who has the final decision-making 
authority concerning the questions and answers, and who assists the MC in determining that the rules 
are observed.  
 
MC (Master of Ceremonies): Person who asks questions.  
 
Player: Person who is registered with a Team, has been picked up by a Team or has played any game 
or part of a game of the Roman Catholic Challenge.  
 
Room Monitor: Person who has the room responsibility of the questions, presenting the picture 
questions, assisting the MC in determining that the rules are observed and is responsible for maintaining 
order during the games.  
 
Scorekeepers: Person (two per game) responsible for keeping the score of the game both on paper 
and on the visual scoreboard, coordinating and agreeing on the current score and assisting the MC in 
ensuring that the rules are observed.  
 
Team: Group of students, including alternates(s), who qualify by grade to play at the Roman Catholic 
Challenge.  
 
Toss-Up Question: Any new question offered to both teams; has a value of ten points.  
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DECISIONS  
 
The Judge of each game is the sole authority regarding the correctness or suitability of questions and 
answers within that game. The Roman Catholic Challenge Board will make any other administrative 
decisions concerning the games.  
 
SCORING  
 
Each Toss-Up Question is worth 10 points. Bonus Questions carry their own value in integrals of 5 
points, predetermined by the RC Challenge Board Question Committee. The team with the most points 
at the end of the game wins the game.  
 
WINNERS  
 
The games are played in double-elimination format. A Team must lose twice to be eliminated from the 
competition. The winning Team is the last Team not to have lost twice.  
 
Prize amounts are determined each year by the Roman Catholic Challenge Board. In Division 1 and 2, a 
single cash prize will be awarded to the Coach of each 1st or 2nd place Team for distribution to the 
Players.  
 
 
Awards:  
 
Division 1 (Gr. 5-6)  
First Place -$50.00 each to four contestants or a maximum of $200.00  
Second Place -$25.00 each to four contestants or a maximum of $100.00  
 
Division 2 (Gr. 7 -8)  
First Place -$100.00 each to four contestants or a maximum of $400.00  
Second Place -$75.00 each to four contestants or a maximum of $300.00  
 
Please note awards are paid out to four team slots. Alternates may share the winnings as per the 
discretion of individual team coaches.  
 
QUALIFICATIONS  
 
Division 1 Player: Any student in the 5th or 6th grade.  
 
Division 2 Player: Any student in the 7th or 8th grade.  
 
REGISTRATION  
 
Teams must register by the established deadline with a Team name, Players’ and alternates’ names 
and the registration fee. No refunds will be given after the registration deadline.  
 
Teams staying in the Helena area overnight without a parent for each Player are required for legal 
purposes to be attended by a chaperone of at least 25 years of age. This chaperone must stay with any 
Player unattended by a parent during the overnight stay.  
 
An emergency/medical release form will be provided by the Roman Catholic Challenge. The Coach or 
chaperone must keep in his or her possession a copy of the signed release form for each player or 
Alternate during the competition.  
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VISITOR AND PLAYER ETIQUETTE  
 
All Players and visitors are expected to conduct themselves with a Catholic attitude and good 
sportsmanship. If there is a breach of these expectations, the person(s) involved will be cautioned or 
asked to leave the games.  
 
Dress Code: Dress must be modest and appropriate for the Christian occasion. School uniforms work 
nicely for team members but any modest dress certainly appropriate.  
 
When a game is to begin, the Timekeeper will ring the bell, and the Door Monitor will close the room 
doors. No one is to enter or leave the room while a game is in progress. The doors will be opened at the 
half and at the end of the game. All audience members must wait for those times to enter or leave the 
room.  
 
No recording, by any method, of questions or answers is permitted during RC Challenge games. No 
audio or video recoding equipment is permitted within the game rooms. No hand written lists of 
questions and answers by any member of the audience is permitted.  
 
Coaches are responsible for all their Team’s members at all times during the games and while the Team 
is in their care-during the overnight stay, while traveling, etc.  
 
Any audience member who answers the questions either vocally or mouthing the words will be warned 
once and, if there is a second offense, will be asked to leave the game. There are to be no audible 
sounds uttered or hand clapping during the game by members of the audience.  
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REGISTRATION PAGE  
 
Registration Check List  
 

 Complete Team Entry Form  
 

 Complete the Emergency Information form for each contestant and send in with 
registration. Coaches please retain a copy of this form to bring with you as you 
travel and participate at the competition.  
 

 Print out and sign Consent and Release forms for every contestant  
 

 Mail Payment and Consent forms to: Arlette Randash, 1941 Virginia Dale, 
Helena, MT, 59601. 
Make check out to St. Andrew School/RC Challenge.  

 
Registration and Fees: $60.00 per team postmarked by April 7, 2012.  
 
To Register: Complete one form below for each team. Make copies as needed for 
addition teams.  
 

1) Fill out one Consent and Release Form for each contestant.  
 
 

2) Mail to the address given above, with a check for the appropriate amount, 
payable to: St. Andrew School with RC Challenge written in the memo. No team 
will be registered without payment, entry form, and Consent/Release forms 
completed in full.  
 

3) Upon receipt of complete forms and payment, a confirmation letter will be sent 
to the Coach’s e-mail address if provided or by post. Incomplete forms will not 
be registered.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
With minor modifications this information has been copied with written permission from 
Portland’s RC Challenge website. Portland’s RC Challenge competition is the last 
weekend of January of every year and they would welcome Montana’s RC Challenge 
teams to compete there as well.  
 


